
High Expectations, Caring, Positive Attitudes & Successful



Rationale

As a school, we recognise that a child’s life chances are influenced by their ability to 

communicate their thoughts in writing. Being dedicated to giving children the best 

start in life, it is vital we set out clearly what we expect the teaching of handwriting to 
look like.  

Handwriting is a key area for development and extends far beyond the presentation 

of work. Many reluctant or slow/lower attainers in writing struggle because they do 

not have fluency in handwriting due to incorrect letter formation and an inability to 

join. There are many research articles which link handwriting with effective writing 
composition and reading. 

As can be seen in our ‘Writing’ and ‘Reading and Phonics’ clarity documents, we 

understand the importance of effective modelling and strive to provide this 
throughout all lessons that we teach. Martin Harvey, agreeing with this, states that:

‘It is vital that teacher modelling is good, teaching language is appropriate and 

teachers have a clear understanding of how to structure a handwriting lesson and 

have effective strategies to use. These are of greater importance than the actual 
handwriting style itself.’

The children at our school are developing a sense of pride in their work and are 

motivated by the sense of achievement. Our chosen programme, when taught 

effectively, will enable the children to see the big changes and fast improvement in 
their work. 

As well as being explicit in what we expect from the teaching of handwriting, we are 

also focussing on clear marking procedures to identify letter formation 

misconceptions and to address these through targeted intervention and daily 

practise.



Chosen Programme

In order to reach our aims and meet the needs of the children in our school, we have 

created a programme that is simplistic and clear, ensuring that we have consistency 

in the approach to teaching and the vocabulary used from EYFS to Year 6. This will 
be combined with the Penpals Gym for fine and gross motor skills development. 

This programme begins with a 6-week intensive teaching stage, followed by 

consolidation in the remaining weeks. During the 6-week intensive teaching stage, 

we expect that there are 4 discrete handwriting sessions, where the children are 

taught letter formation and joins. After the initial 6-weeks, we expect 2 discrete 

sessions to be taught weekly, consolidating the letter formation and joins already 
taught. Each session should last 20-30 minutes. 

For effective progress, handwriting should be integrated into all aspects of writing, 

not just within the handwriting sessions. It needs to be a priority during writing lessons 

or whenever the children write, for example, when they are using whiteboards and 

pens, writing in their reading journal, making notes etc. Even in EYFS, when using 

magnetic letters, the children should be placing the letters in the correct position on 
the line (for example with the tail of the ‘g’ sitting below the line). 

At Hunslet Carr, we have decided that children of all ages should write in pencil. 

Therefore, no matter the level of handwriting skill, children will not be issued pens or 
pen licenses.



Intensive Teaching Timetable



Lesson Structure

Warm Up

• Fine and Gross motor skills warm up from Penpals Interactive

l

Review

• Recap good posture

• Practise patterns that support with the individual letters/joins that will be taught in 

the session

Teach

• Teach the formation of the focus individual letters and/or joins for the session 

through effective modelling

• Ensure that the correct vocabulary  is modelled and applied and noted on the 

anchor chart

• Children to make notes in their handwriting books

• Identify misconceptions and make notes of children who may require guidance 

during the ‘Practise’ element of the lesson

Practise

• Children to practise the individual letters and/or joins modelled by the teacher in 

their handwriting books – 6 of each

• Adults to support children identified during the ‘Teach’ element of the lesson

• Identify misconceptions and make notes of children who may require targeted 

intervention (post teaching)

Apply

• Children to identify their best letter by circling it with a purple pen. 
• Children to then re-write the letter 3 times, trying to match their best. 



Teaching Vocabulary



Teaching Vocabulary Continued…



Teaching Vocabulary Continued…



EYFS Intensive Programme



EYFS Intensive Programme Continued…



KS1 Intensive Programme



KS1 Intensive Programme Continued…



KS1 Intensive Programme Continued…



KS2 Intensive Programme



KS2 Intensive Programme Continued…



Expectations

Handwriting Posture

Teachers will create an anchor chart with the children to explain the expectations 

around ‘Good Posture for Good Handwriting’. These will be revisited at the start of 

every lesson that involves writing. 

TNT – Tummy Near Table

BBC – Bum at Back of Chair

SLF – Six Legs on the Floor

Slight angle to your paper (not extreme)

One hand on the page, one hand holding the pencil. 

Be mindful of left handers and right handers colliding when writing. 

Presentation 

There will be an expectation that the children will take pride in their work and their 

books. They will rub out neatly and ensure pages and book covers are not creased. 

The children will ensure that all marks in/on their books are purposeful. 

Marking

During a handwriting teaching session, teachers and support staff will roam the room 

and give verbal feedback to children, using key vocabulary and modelling formation 

to aid with misconceptions. 

During any written task, teachers and support staff will be expected to give verbal 

feedback on handwriting and refer to modelling and anchor charts from handwriting 

lessons.

During marking of written tasks, teachers will be expected to address incorrect letter 

formation, misuse of handwriting lines and/or untidy handwriting. 

Targeted Intervention

Teachers and support staff will provide intervention for children who need support 

with individual letter formation, joins or use of the handwriting lines. These children will 

be identified during handwriting lessons, written tasks and teacher marking.

Adult Modelling 

It is expected that all adults model neat, legible handwriting at all times. Any writing 

that is presented to the children (e.g. anchor charts, written feedback) must follow 

the school handwriting scheme and demonstrate precise letter formation and 

accurate use of the handwriting lines. This will be monitored during learning walks, 

observations and work scrutiny.  

Celebrating Success

Adults will identify children who have made progress in their writing and display this in 

the classroom. Certificates will be awarded to the ‘Handwriter of the Week’ and the 

‘Handwriter of the Term’.  



Homework and Rewards

At the start of the academic year, the handwriting scheme will be launched through 

a homework challenge. The children will receive homework every day for the 

duration of the 6 week intensive part of the scheme. Every child who completes their 

homework for 10 minutes every day will receive an extra break time and a prize. 

Example Homework Sheet

Homework Challenge Reward Chart


