
 

Identifying SEND at Hunslet Carr Primary School 

Information for identifying SEND from the ‘Special educational needs and disability code of 

practice: 0 to 25 years Statutory guidance for organisations which work with and support 

children and young people who have special educational needs or disabilities, January 2015.’  

Special educational provision in schools  

6.36 Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of the 

pupils in their class, including where pupils access support from teaching assistants or 

specialist staff.  

6.37 High quality teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to 

pupils who have or may have SEN. Additional intervention and support cannot compensate 

for a lack of good quality teaching. Schools should regularly and carefully review the quality 

of teaching for all pupils, including those at risk of underachievement. This includes reviewing 

and, where necessary, improving, teachers’ understanding of strategies to identify and 

support vulnerable pupils and their knowledge of the SEN most frequently encountered.  

6.38 In deciding whether to make special educational provision, the teacher and SENCO 

should consider all of the information gathered from within the school about the pupil’s 

progress, alongside national data and expectations of progress. This should include high 

quality and accurate formative assessment, using effective tools and early assessment 

materials. For higher levels of need, schools should have arrangements in place to draw on 

more specialised assessments from external agencies and professionals.  

6.39 This information gathering should include an early discussion with the pupil and their 

parents. These early discussions with parents should be structured in such a way that they 

develop a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of strength and difficulty, the parents’ 

concerns, the agreed outcomes sought for the child and the next steps. A short note of these 

early discussions should be added to the pupil’s record on the school information system and 

given to the parents. Schools should also tell children, parents and young people about the 

local authority’s Information, Advice and Support Service.  

6.40 Consideration of whether special educational provision is required should start with the 

desired outcomes, including the expected progress and attainment and the views and wishes 

of the pupil and their parents. This should then help determine the support that is needed and 

whether it can be provided by adapting the school’s core offer or whether something 

different or additional is required.  

6.41 More detailed information on what constitutes good outcome setting is given in Chapter 

9, Education, Health and Care needs assessments and plans (paragraphs 9.64 to 9.69). These 

principles should be applied to planning for all children and young people with SEN. From 

Year 9 onwards, the nature of the outcomes will reflect the need to ensure young people are 

preparing for adulthood.  

6.42 The outcomes considered should include those needed to make successful transitions 

between phases of education and to prepare for adult life. Schools should engage with 

secondary schools or FE providers as necessary to help plan for these transitions (see Chapter 

8, Preparing for adulthood from the earliest years). The agreed actions may also include those 

taken to make sure the school meets its duty to ensure that pupils with SEN engage in school 

activities together with those who do not have SEN.  



6.43 However support is provided, a clear date for reviewing progress should be agreed and 

the parent, pupil and teaching staff should each be clear about how they will help the pupil 

reach the expected outcomes. The overriding purpose of this early action is to help the pupil 

achieve the identified outcomes and remove any barriers to learning. Where it is decided that 

a pupil does have SEN, the decision should be recorded in the school records and the pupil’s 

parents must be formally informed that special educational provision is being made. 

Arrangements for appropriate support should be made through the school’s approach to SEN 

support 

 


