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Year 1
Autumn – Why was Mary Anning important?
Intent: The Why Behind our Topic

Rationale
‘Why was Mary Anning important?’ will give children the opportunity to develop their speech and 

language skills and vocabulary related to History and the past. It will give them the opportunity to build on 

personal experiences and extend their understanding of past and present. They will have the opportunity 

to experience first hand sources of evidence and use their developing skills as historians to decide whether 

they are old or new. They will begin to develop a understanding of social and emotional development 

through what is/was right and wrong. They will learn about diversity and equality among different groups 

through links with significant figures such as Rosa Parks. Children will look develop decision making and 

judgment skills through evidence. Looking at the past shows children models of good and responsible 

citizenship and also teaches us how to learn from the mistakes of others. The topic will helps to understand 

change and societal development and will provide context from which to understand ourselves and 

others.

We will meet the S&L needs of our children by: developing their use of 

language related to the past. Provide opportunities to discuss in groups. 

We will allow children to understand cultural differences and break 
down stereotypes by: discussing gender and cultural issues – breaking down 

stereotypes. Discuss schools and the cultural differences (relating to the key 

text.

We will meet the SEMH needs of our children by: Teaching children how 

to treat others who are the same and those who are different in society and 

the classroom. What is appropriate and what isn’t and how these views have 

changed.

We will meet the socio-economic disadvantages of our children by:
Developing problem solving skills when being Historians. Providing experiences 

of different cultures and race around the world and within our local community 

through real life sources of evidence and experiences. 

Purposeful Outcome:

Most children will be able explain what is kind and what is not and how to 

share these thoughts. 

Some children will be able Explain why somethings are kind and others which 

are not. 
Golden strands – These core strands will thread through the History and 

Geography curriculums and be repeated each year to allow for progression 
and continuity. As the children revisit each strand, they will build on 
previously taught learning and develop their understanding, knowledge and 
sense of their own identity within our social, political, cultural and economic 
background. 

History
Childhood
Diversity
Legacy / discoveries
People in power / leaders

Geography
How far is it from Hunslet and how 
could you travel there?
What is it like to live there compared 
to living in Hunslet?
How and why is it connected to 
Hunslet?



Year 1
Autumn – Why was Mary Anning important?
Intent: Topic-developed NCS Requirements

Subject NCS Requirements

History

Geography

Art and DT

• Children should understand some of the ways in which we find 
out about the past and identify different ways in which it is rep 

• Children should ask and answer questions, using other sources 
to show that they know and understand key features of events. 

• Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using 
common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 
They should know where the people and events they study fit 
within a chronological framework. 

• Pupils should identify similarities and differences between ways 
of life in different periods. 

• Children should choose and use parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features 
of events. 

• Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical 

terms. 

• Pupils develop contextual knowledge of the location of 
globally significant places. They should develop knowledge 
about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 

• Pupils develop contextual knowledge of the location of 

globally significant places. They should develop knowledge 
about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 
Children begin to understand basic vocabulary relating to 
human and physical geography. 

• Children will understand key physical and human 
geographical features of the world. They identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns. 

Artist -
• To produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording 

experiences. 
• To become proficient in drawing techniques. To use drawing to 

develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination. 
• To understand the work of a range of artists, craft makers and 

designers, describing the differences and similarities between 
different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own 
work. 

Writing Talk for Writing Units:
Recount- Diary entry of Mary Anning. 
Journey Tale



Year 1
Autumn – Why was Mary Anning important?
Intent: Topic-developed NCS Requirements

Subject NCS Objectives

History

Geography

Art and DT

• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements. 

• Significant historical events, people and places in their own 
locality. 

• Observe and use pictures, photographs and artefacts to find out 
about the past; 

• Observe or handle evidence to ask simple questions about the 
past; 

• Observe or handle evidence to find answers to simple 
questions about the past on the basis of simple observations; 

• Choose and select evidence and say how it can be used to 
find out about the past. 

• Sequence artefacts and events that are close together in time; 
• Order dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines; 
• Sequence pictures from different periods; 
• Describe memories and changes that have happened in their 

own lives; 

• Compare the UK with a contrasting country in the world; 
compare a local city/town in the UK with a contrasting city/town 

in a different country; 
• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 

geography of the surrounding area, including key human and 
physical features, using a range of methods; 

• Draw lines of varying thickness;
• Use dots and lines to demonstrate pattern and texture; 
• Experiment with different brushes (including brushstrokes) and 

other painting 
• Use a variety of natural, recycled and manufactured materials 

for sculpting, e.g. clay, straw and card; 
• Use a variety of techniques, e.g. rolling, cutting, pinching; 
• To understand the work of a range of artists, craft makers and 

designers, describing the differences and similarities between 
different practices and disciplines, and making links to their 
own work. 

Vocabulary



Year 1
Autumn – Why was Mary Anning important?
Implement: Topic-developed NCS Requirements

Medium term plan

Week 1:

Week 2:

Week 3:

The key curriculum objectives will be met through:
This is to be influenced by the skeleton coverage 

History and Geography:
Lesson 1: HOOK – large footprints (dinosaur), fossils, bones and 
pictures of Mary Anning strewn across playground. What are we 
going to be learning about? Who and what did she do?
Lesson 2: what did we find? Become detectives. Fossils! Secondary 
sources
Lesson 3: who was Mary Anning? Timeline, chronology. What was 
her life like in the Victorian Age as a child? Childhood, diversity, 
leaders
Lesson 4: comparison with life now and then. Meanwhile in 
Hunslet…

Topic Week 2 – Geography
Hunslet to Dorset. – coastal to town.
The UK

Experience day(s)
Art/DT – cooking day

Cooking day
Victorian Day

Reading and 
Writing

Class Books –

Shared Reading – Extracts from: the class texts. Non-fictional 

excerpts various texts to compare to fictional shared-reading.

Talk for Writing Units:

For teachers to decide



Year 1
Autumn – Why was Mary Anning important?
Implement: Topic-developed NCS Requirements

Short Term Plan

Week 1:

Week 2:

Week 3:

The key curriculum objectives will be met through:
History & Geography: 

Lesson 1-
Lesson 2-
Lesson 3-
Lesson 4-
Lesson 5-

Focus on Geography: 

Lesson 1: Introduce the children to locality by using Google Earth 
to explore Hunslet, Leeds, Birstall, 

History, Geography, DT

Experience:



Year 1
Autumn – Why was Mary Anning important?
Impact: Subject Leader and Teacher Evaluation

Why was Mary Anning important?
Teacher General Review of Topic:

The children loved this topic, despite lockdown. They were enthusiastic about the theme using the hook 

of dinosaurs and learning about someone in the past. I also enjoyed teaching this and really thinking 

about the geography and history involved.

Subject Specific Review of Topic:
History: The children enjoyed learning about someone from the past. As we had already touched on 

Victorians in the materials topic they had some knowledge. Most of the history was done in the first week 

therefore more of the objectives need to be readdressed. 

Geography: The second topic week was based on geography therefore this will need to readdressed in 

the next topic. 

Science: although not able to go too deeply into it we did touch upon fossils.

Art: To be addressed in Summer topic
DT: To be addressed in Summer topic

Curriculum Coverage – Assessment Evaluation

History:
Needs to be readdressed:

Timeline; comparative study with now.

Key objectives that need to be covered:
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They 
should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework. 
Children should ask and answer questions, using other sources to show that they know and understand key features of 
events. 

Geography:
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas; 
Compare the UK with a contrasting country in the world; compare a local city/town in the UK with a contrasting city/town in a
different country; 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather; 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop
Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage; 
Use simple compass directions and locational and directional to describe the location of features and routes on a map; 
Devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key; 
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the surrounding area, including key human and 
physical features, using a range of methods; 

All above objectives in history and geography were covered in Mary Anning but during lockdown. Mainly focused on 
answering the question and learning key facts about Mary Anning during week 3 to describe a significant individual. 

Science: weather and seasons (in geography too) covered within seasons topic.


